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WELCOME |  Letter from the Director

Dear RYLArian,

Welcome to RYLead! You have already met many of life’s challenges to get where you are. Today 
marks the beginning of an exciting program that we are planning for you.

This leadership experience will challenge you in many ways. Each of you is a leader possessing unique 
skills in a variety of academic, athletic and social areas. Leadership incorporates many skills — it’s not 
simply one attribute. During this program, you will have the opportunity to learn more about these skills 
from individuals who are leaders and teachers in their fields.

Be inquisitive, express your feelings, challenge the facts and explore every aspect of the leadership 
tools the program offers. Don’t miss out on anything offered by saying “if I had only participated more 
I could have…”.

Let’s all step out of our comfort zone and “Reach for the Future” together.

As you look back on this RYLA program , I hope you will regard it as truly memorable experience.   
RYLA alumni and Rotarians from throughout District 5810 have spent many hours preparing to support 
you throughout this academic year. Under the direction of past RYLA alumni and staff, this program we 
hope will prove to be one you will never forget.

Sincerely yours,

Dana Mackison, Chairman
Camp RYLA
Rotary International, District 5810

2020 Committee Chairman

Dr. Dana Mackison
1610 Millview PL
Carrollton, Texas 75006
(972) 467-0344
dmackison@verizon.net

August 5, 2020



3
WELCOME |  RYLA Goals

2020/2021

RYLA GOALS
RYLA Mission

RYLA 5810 seeks to develop a diverse group of young leaders who strive for excellence by promoting 
learning, respect and individuality; cultivating an environment to expand leadership skills and char-
acter; and encouraging service above self through personal reflection, cooperative activities, group 
dynamics, and intentional instruction.

RYLA Objectives
— Personal Development: To examine personal leadership skills in order to identify strengths and  
     growth opportunities. 

— Leadership Foundations: To define individual leadership styles and traits in order to understand 
     one’s personal impact as a leader. 

— Personal Growth: To identify challenges that may be faced as leaders and how to handle those 
     challenges with dignity, compassion and respect. 

— Community: To provide an atmosphere that encourages the development of servant leadership 
     skills and a desire to positively impact their community.

THE FOUR-WAY TEST
of what we think, say or do

1. Is it the truth?

2. Is it fair to all concerned?

3. Will it build good will and better 
    friendships?

4. Will it be beneficial to all concerned?
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MARK HEALY
Mark Healy was one of the founders of Camp RYLA for Rotary District 
5810. He was a counselor at the first camp and the Camp Director for the 
next 21 years.

Mark passed away suddenly February 24, 2013 but he continues as the 
heart of Camp RYLA. His understanding and caring concern for all the 
campers who have gone through Camp RYLA set a high standard we all try 
to meet. His playful nature endeared him to everyone he encountered and 
his zest for young people was boundless.

We will always honor him for his role in the creation of Camp RYLA. Without 
his dedication and hard work, Camp RYLA as we know it today would not 
exist.

While we are saddened by his loss, we will always celebrate what he 
created and work tirelessly to meet the superior standards he set for the 
program, the staff and the campers—this year and all the years in the future.

Mark will be missed, but he will never be forgotten. 

2020/2021
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WHAT IS RYLEAD?
RYLead is an eight-month digital program that is designed to level-up the next generation of leaders. There 

will be a Fall, Winter, and Spring tier with 2 modules each for a total of 6 modules. Staying involved through 
the program will grant you many incredible opportunities including an in-person leadership summit in April for 
us all to meet and celebrate the conclusion of RYLead!

ENGAGEMENT AWARDS

Call yourself a RYLArian and join the
 RYLA alumni network!

Access to in-person leadership summit for 
RYLeaders in the Spring!

 Elibigility to apply for RYLead awards with 
       cash scholarships!
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MODULE 1:  September 13, 2020
MODULE 2:  October 18, 2020

MODULE 3:  November 15, 2020
MODULE 4:  January 10, 2021

 MODULE 5:  February 7, 2021
 MODULE 6:  February 28, 2021
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PROGRAM

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, 
do more and become more, you are a leader.”

LEADERSHIP 
LESSONS

PERSONAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NETWORKING

Each of RYLead’s six modules contain two virtual sessions (one per month) focused on:

   • Leadership lessons to help you develop the skills to be an effective leader and affect   
    positive changes in your local community.

 
   • Personal development concepts to help you become more resilient, more productive,   

    and more aware.

   • Exclusive networking events, where you will have access to the diverse leaders in the   
    RYLA alumni network to talk about diverse subjects such as college life, career    
    opportunities, community engagement, and community service.

Money Management

Leadership Styles

Alumni Board Q&A

Concerts
Trivia Night

Entrepreneurship

College Panel Q&A

Leadership Summit

Living Abroad

Conflict Resolution

Hard Decisions

Diversity & Inclusion

Self Awareness

Career Panel
Servant Leadership

College Fair

Overcoming Failure

Service Events

Culture Creation

Health & Wellness

-John Quincy Adams

01  FALL 02  WINTER 03  SPRING

2020/2021
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CODE OF CONDUCT
RYLead Digital Code of Conduct

 
RYLead 5810 expects all community members to abide by our core principles of authenticity, inclusivity, 
and belonging. While engaging in all RYLead programming we ask that you honor and respect others’ 
opinions, treat one another with compassion, and promote positive citizenship on all digital platforms. If these 
expectations are not upheld, participation in RYLead programming could be suspended or terminated.

Honor the people around you:
 

• Turn your camera on for the duration of each module.    
• Sit in a distraction-free, work-appropriate location, such as a desk or kitchen table (not on your bed).    
• Be present: fully dressed, and ready to participate.   
• Arrive to each module ready to learn.  
• Focus. Do not split screens unless asked. Turn off other applications that may distract you, like email. 
• Place other electronic devices on “Do not disturb.”  
• Be mindful of tone and expressions during the live modules.

Respect the space and the people in it: 
• Arrive to each module / login on time, with the appropriate materials.  
• Respect the context and privacy of the live learning module.  Sessions are not to be recorded, photographed  
  or shared by RYLead student participants without explicit permission from RYLA 5810.    
• Use mobile phones or additional electronic devices only with permission from your module leader as it 
  pertains to the learning experience.  
• Come prepared with fully charged devices to ensure participation in each module.
• Practice leadership integrity by completing your own work; while collaborating and supporting your teammates 
  within your cohorts. 

Demonstrate compassion:

• Be forgiving of mistakes during the live modules.  There are bound to be technical glitches; be patient with 
  your teammates and module leaders.  
• Listen carefully to your module leaders and peers, ask good questions and make productive comments, 
  learn and have fun.

Contact us:

• If you are having issues logging in to the module, or will not be able to attend, please contact 
   inforylead@gmail.com to seek support. 

2020/2021
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RYLEAD STAFF
CABIN COUNSELORS

RYLEAD LEADERSHIP

Lauren Whiteman, Greg Tepper, Scooter Ward, Beth Anderson, Becca Egger, Adam Zapatocky, Allison 
Jones, Caresse Bucchan, Tyler Criss, Shelby Smith

CABIN 1

CABIN 2

CABIN 3

CABIN 4

CABIN 5

CABIN 6

CABIN 7

CABIN 8

CABIN 9

CABIN 10

Alyssa Lairson
Brett Scroggins
Joni Utz
Sly Majid
Blake Martin
Celeste Bucchan
Janina Johnson
Andrew Utz
Matt Stone
Mackenzie Duncan
Stephanie Helmberger
Marti Nary
Kegan Duncan
Brooke Cantrell
Brittany Milas
Ross Jordan
Katie Huber
Spencer Grzywacz
Kristen Helmberger
Tevin Sylvester

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Avery Sinnathamby 
Chester Helmberger
Cassiddi Roark
Jamie Park
Payton Fletcher

Aly Dusek 
Samyam Lohani
Jordan Downey

Avery Spencer 
Joseph Mallillin
Krystal Perez
Donshea Johnson
Mady Bowman 

Sera Muyco
Joey Lopez
Yesmin Martinez

Brenna Merillat

 Christian Pryor

 James Barta

Mason Hall
 
Adriel Terrazas 

Zain Kalson 

Matthew Homan

Jacob Liwanag

Zoe Barron 

Jonathan Pense

RYLA Director:  Dana Mackison
RYLead Director:  Sly Majid
Operations Manager:  Leah Weintrub
Strategy Director:  Paul Murray
Film Producer:  John Warder
Graphic Designer:  Brittany Milas
Tech Advisor:  Lauren Marold
Hopin Supervisor:  Michelynne 
             McNeeley

Communications Team:  
Thi Le Jones 
Brett Scroggins
Jessica Mays
Tanner Logson
Matt Stone
Maddy Reed

ALUMNI STAFF

CABIN 1

CABIN 2

CABIN 3

CABIN 4

CABIN 5

CABIN 6

CABIN 7

CABIN 8

CABIN 9

CABIN 10

2020/2021
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET
LAUREN WHITEMAN
RYLArian Since: 2007

Education: Tyler Street Christian 
Academy, University of Oklahoma 
– Journalism/Public Relations, and 
Adult and Higher Education

About Me: I tell stories, I listen to dope music, and 
sometimes I tell stories about music. Lover of dry  
humor and Beyoncé. And of seafood boils, tailgates,  
and random information about college. You’re going   
to have an AMAZING time with RYLead. Promise.

GREG TEPPER
RYLArian Since: 2003

Education: Coppell High School, 
University of Missouri — Journalism

What I Do: Magazine Editor and 
Television Sports Broadcaster

Ask Me About... Journalism, Sports, the hit 1990s 
television show “Family Matters”

About Me: I’m the managing editor of a football 
magazine and talk about football on television. My 
wife and toddler let me live in their house. Be kind.

THI LE JONES
RYLArian Since: 2014

Education: Prosper HS, UTD- 
Global Business/Theatre

What I Do: Actress/ Software 
Specialist

Ask Me About... Theatre, Film, Time Management, 
Self-Love

About Me: I love creating music and art, telling stories, 
and inspiring others with my words and uplifting spirit. 
I am beyond ecstatic to return to Camp RYLA and help 
the campers learn as much about leadership as they 
learn about themselves.

CARESSE BUCCHAN
RYLArian Since: 2004

Education: Creekview HS,   
University of Evansville - BS: Psy-
chology, BA: International Studies; 
University of Waikato - MA, Interna-
tional Relations & National Security

What I Do: Global Marketing Manager

Ask Me About... Travel, Books, Interpersonal 
relationships, Movies & Music

About Me: Born and raised in Trinidad & Tobago and 
proud sister to 3 phenomenal women. Trying to live 
a life of service and doing everything in love. Rotary 
Ambassadorial scholar to New Zealand (2011-2012). 
Gorilla tracker - certified in Uganda; my life may have 
flashed before my eyes.

BECCA EGGER
RYLArian Since: 2004

Education: Howe HS, Texas A&M 
University- English

What I Do: Photographer

Ask Me About... Changing Majors, Transfering 
Universities, Entrepreneurship

About Me: Full-time child chaser, former high school 
teacher, self-published author (twice), business owner, 
champion of the poetic ordinary. A bat flew into my face 
once. 

ADAM ZAPATOCKY
RYLArian Since: 2005

Education: Poteet HS, Stephen 
F. Austin State University- Criminal 
Justice

What I Do: Police Officer
Ask Me About... Finding your purpose, Tyler’s Toyz 
non-profit, Rock & Roll music

About Me: RYLA reminds me of the good being 
done in the world, and the people responsible for 
making the world a better place. I live to serve, and 
hope I serve RYLA well. These are my friends, and 
this is OUR family!

What I Do: Internal and External Communications for 
a creative marketing agency, and freelancer

Ask Me About... College, Writing, Music, Books, 
Movies

2020/2021 STAFF
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET
SLY MAJID
RYLArian Since: 1999

Education: Allen HS, University of 
Texas at Austin- Government

What I Do: Advisor to the 
Mayor of Austin

Ask Me About... Getting involved in Government, 
Politics, and Non-Profits

About Me: Welcome to the wonderful world of RYLA! 
My life has revolved around community engagement 
and service by working in the nonprofit sector and 
government my whole career. I love trivia, visiting 
National Parks, and Texas bbq.

BETH ANDERSON
RYLArian Since: 1997

Education: Bishop Lynch HS, 
Univ of Florida, Texas Tech, 
Univ of Houston- Optometry
What I Do: Eye Doctor and 
business owner, mom, dreamer

Ask Me About... My 3 State Championships, Winter 
Summit: How to stay connected with RYLA, The 
secret to a happy life

About Me: I’m a dreamer.  If I can dream it, I can 
make it happen.  I’m also a quote junkie.  Some of 
my favorites are, “I’m not what I have done, I’m what 
I have overcome.” and “The meaning of life is to find 
your gift, The purpose is to give it away.” 

SHELBY SMITH
RYLArian Since: 2013

Education: Commerce HS, Texas 
A&M Commerce- Liberal Studies

What I Do: Flight Attendant for 
Southwest Airlines

Ask Me About... DANCING, Jesus. Definitely Jesus, 
Marriage (1 year in but I ain’t no expert)

About Me: YELLOW FRIENDZ I can’t wait to meet you! 
No. Seriously. Introduce yourself and ask me to show 
you my albino pterodactyl impersonation. Then ask me 
about my AH MAZE ING husband. Then inquire about 
my left nostril size. And my stellar job. We’ll get real 
close real quick.

ALLISON JONES
RYLArian Since: 2002

Education: Allen HS, UT- French/ 
Applied Education, Institut de Hautes 
Etudes des Relations Internationales 
et du Développement- MA Human, 
Social, and Economic Development

What I Do: IB English Teacher and CAS Coordinator

Ask Me About... Rotary Youth Exchange, Living and 
working abroad, Learning a foreign language

About Me: Going on eight years living in Geneva, 
Switzerland with my amazing husband and two 
beautiful, fun boys. IB Teacher in French school. 
Sharing RYLA experiences with students as CAS 
Coordinator. Got here with Rotary Youth Exchange 
and Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship.

2020/2021 STAFF
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET
TYLER CRISS
RYLArian Since: 2012

Education: McKinney North 
High School, UTD - Biomedical 
Engineering

What I Do: Sales Engineer
Ask Me About... Scholarship applications, fantasy 
novels, ultimate frisbee, my dog

About Me: I work for a start up company on UTD’s 
campus. When I’m not doing that I’m either waking 
my dog, playing ultimate frisbee, listening to my wife 
vent about medical school, or thinking about RYLA!

JOHN WARDER
RYLArian Since: 2008

Education: South Grand Prarie HS, 
UT Austin - Radio, Television, Film

What I Do: Producer & Video Editor 
at Pixl Production

Ask Me About...  YouTube, video production 
equipment, living in Los Angeles, and Survivor!

About Me: I love entertaining people in the form of 
video and in-person. I am ruthless in Settlers of Catan. 

LAUREN MAROLD
RYLArian Since: 2002

Education: Bishop Lynch High 
School; Texas State University, BFA - 
Art; SMU, Masters of Liberal Studies; 
George Washington University, Mas-
ters of Arts - Educational Technology 
Leadership

What I Do: Educational Technologist at The Greenhill 
School; Educational Consultant

Ask Me About... Watercolor painting, gluten/dairy free 
cooking, my awesome family, and my love of teaching

About Me: I live in North Dallas with my loving 
husband and two kids. I support RYLA’s educational 
programming throughout the year and I’m excited for 
this newest phase of RYLA as we launch RYLead.

MATT STONE
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: UT Austin - BA: 
Sociology

What I Do: CEO of Turn Ministries

Ask Me About... Board games, Sports, My church

About Me: I’m so excited to be a part of RYLead this 
year. RYLA taught me about the agency we have in this 
world. Whether we like it or not, we have just this one 
life to make the most of. This pandemic is the real life 
we were dealt and there is no “back to normal.” Take 
charge and make differences where you see the need!

LEAH WEINTRUB
RYLArian Since: 2009

Education: Plano Senior High 
School, Washington University in St. 
Louis - Biology and Economics and 
Strategy

What I Do: Law Student at UT, Former Chief of Staff 
at Capital One
Ask Me About... Working Abroad, Big Data, Being 
older than everyone else in Law School

About Me: Just started law school after spending the 
last six years working in finance in Rwanda, Washington 
DC, and London. I’m back in Texas after a DECADE 
and trying to survive the heat and being a student again!

2020/2021 STAFF

JANNINA JOHNSON
RYLArian Since: 2001

Education: Ursuline Academy, Loui-
siana State University – Environmen-
tal Management Systems and Policy 
Analysis

What I Do: Flight Attendant for Southwest Airlines 

Ask Me About... LSU Football, storm season, 
volunteering, and cozy mysteries

About Me: I am a lover of all things RYLA! Get 
ready for a life changing experience! I am a mom to a 
rambunctious 5-year-old and a new puppy. I am married 
to my college sweetheart. I am a dedicated employee 
who loves my family and volunteering for various 
organizations in my free time.
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET
BRITTANY MILAS
RYLArian Since: 2006

Education: West Mesquite HS, 
University of Texas at Austin- 
Architecture

What I Do: Architect
Ask Me About... Design, Living in the Big Apple, 
Studying abroad

About Me: I love summer nights, volleyball, and 
blueberries. Sunshine and sand are the butter to my 
jam. I believe travelling exposes dreams you never 
knew you had. The poetry of space inspires me. I know 
this to be true:  “Anyone has the power to do anything 
as long as they believe in themselves.” (-recent student)

KEGAN DUNCAN
RYLArian Since: 2009

Education: Howe HS, B.A. in Youth 
Ministry & M.B.A. - Howard Payne 
University
What I Do: DFW Regional Admission 
Manager - Texas State University

Ask Me About... College Admissions, Board 
Games, Drum Corps, My Cats

About Me: Born and raised in Texas. Worked in 
higher education throughout my career. You can find 
me most weekends watching sports, spending time 
outside, zoned out on Xbox, or playing board games 
with family and friends. 

STEPHANIE HELMBERGER
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: Farmersville High 
School, Collin College, Texas Tech 
University - Architecture

What I Do: Architectural Designer

Ask Me About... Big dogs in small apartments, TV 
Shows, Audio Books

About Me: I work a lot, I drink coffee a lot and I love 
RYLA a lot. An adult in this crazy world learning to 
balance everything and embracing the ability to never 
stop learning. My team won Harry Potter trivia!

TEVIN SYLVESTER
RYLArian Since: 2007

Education: Tyler Street Christian 
Academy, Stephen F. Austin - 
Marketing

What I Do: Regional Marketing
Ask Me About... Sports, marketing, movies, 
memes, and the correct pronunciation of the GIF

About Me: RYLA has shown me that good people 
need a platform like this to create more good in the 
world.

ALYSSA LAIRSON
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: Baylor University - 
Health Sciences/Public Health
What I Do: Medical Services Ad-
ministrative Coordinator at Planned 
Parenthood of the Rocky Mountains

Ask Me About... High school -> College -> Career 
transitions. Astrology. Music. Women’s health!

About Me: Once Texan, now Coloradan (Denver), 
live music fiend, hiking & camping in the mountains, 
vegan/vegetarian “chef”. RYLA truly is a life changing 
experience and I’m thrilled and honored to be a part of 
yours!

2020/2021 STAFF

SPENCER GRZYWACZ
RYLArian Since: 2013

Education: Farmersville HS, Texas 
Tech University - Electronic Media 
and Communication
What I Do: United States Marine 
Corps Officer

Ask Me About... Food, sports, and fighting off 
stingrays

About Me: I’m a proud Texan via California. I went 
to Texas Tech aspiring to be a sports broadcaster 
before I found myself on a bus to Marine Corps 
Officer Candidate School. I am passionate about 
communication and pizza. 
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET

ROSS JORDAN
RYLArian Since: 2014

Education: DeSoto HS/ Morehouse 
College/ Columbia University

What I Do: Educate

Ask Me About... Photography, sports, connecting the 
body to the brain, my education journey & who’s the 
real GOAT in sport.

About Me: RYLA is the best place in the world. It allows 
me to be a big kid who loves sports & school. RYLA 
is the place that I can be whoever I want to be and be 
supported. 

BLAKE MARTIN
RYLArian Since: 2004

Education: University of Tulsa - BS: 
Accounting, BA: History, 
UT Austin - JD

What I Do: Tax Attorney
Ask Me About... My yellow lab Patton

About Me: I get to talk to people in countries all over 
the world every day for work. I also play on an office 
soccer team that was scheduled to play a tournament 
in Mallorca this summer before Covid. Patton and I are 
trying to get in more hiking and camping this fall.

KRISTEN HELMBERGER
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: Farmersville High School 
Texas Tech University - Electronic 
Media and Communication, English 
Literature

What I Do: Video Editor for MotorTrend Studios 
Ask Me About... Living out of state, film and 
production, great television

About Me: I currently live in the very sunny Los Angeles 
(#bestcoast). When I’m not editing videos about cars, I 
like to binge tv shows with my roommate, drink all the 
coffee, and use Duolingo to try to teach myself french.

JONI UTZ
RYLArian Since: 2008

Education: Mesquite High School, 
UT Dallas - BS: Speech Language 
Pathology, TWU - MS: Speech Lan-
guage Pathology

What I Do: Licensed Speech Language Pathologist 
serving Early Childhood Intervention in north Texas. 

Ask Me About... Working with children, following your 
passion, and making healthy desserts.

About Me: I’m a licensed SLP, proud aunt to 9 amazing 
children, and have great Type-A organizational skills.  
Born and raised Texan, Bachelor series and I Love Lucy 
fangirl.  I love meeting new people and can’t wait to 
welcome you to the RYLA family!

ANDREW “JOSEY” UTZ
RYLArian Since: 2006

Education: Jesuit Dallas, Clemson 
University - Civil Engineering

What I Do: Design railroads and 
roads around the world

Ask Me About... Engineering, college marching band, 
and Hawaiian Shirt Fridays

About Me: I’m a licensed professional engineer in 
Texas, lover of sports, critical thinking, and Hard 8 
barbecue.  I attended International RYLA in Australia in 
2014 and am excited to get to know you and welcome 
y’all to the RYLA family!

MACKENZIE DUNCAN
RYLArian Since: 2012

Education: Creekview HS, B.S. in 
Psychology - TCU
What I Do: Assistant director of 
Experiential Education - Trinity Valley 
School

Ask Me About... Camping, Paddle Sports, Experien-
tial Education

About Me: I married my RYLA sweetheart, and we 
now live in Fort Worth with our two cats Ollie and 
Ozzie.

2020/2021 STAFF
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET
KATIE HUBER
RYLArian Since: 1997

Education: Plano East Senior 
High School, SMU - BBA Finance, 
California Lutheran University - MS in 
Counseling and Guidance

What I Do: A leadership development program in a 
healthcare company 

Ask Me About... Exploring careers, resume and 
internship prep, gardening, exploring California and 
Colorado

About Me: Grew up in Texas, spent the past 14 years 
exploring California and Colorado with my husband 
John (RYLA ‘96) and our malamute Nixon. I love 
camping, rain boots, lavender, and RYLA.

BROOKE CANTRELL
RYLArian Since: 2005

Education: Royse City High School, 
Texas A&M - BA: Communication

What I Do: Sustainable supply chain 
management for a global coffee and 
tea company 

Ask Me About... Coffee; living, traveling, and working 
in Africa; how to buy products that benefit the people 
who created them

About Me: I have a playlist for every activity; 
Pocahontas is my girl and Leslie Knope is my spirit 
animal; I managed my company’s sustainable supply 
chain development operations in Rwanda and Tanzania 
for six years, and returned to the US in 2019 to do the 
same for our Latin American coffee origins. I believe life 
is best-lived 10 miles away from cell phone reception.

MARTI NARY
RYLArian Since: 2010

Education: Bishop Lynch HS, 
Mizzou - Communications 

What I Do: Territory Sales Manager 

Ask Me About... Travel, dogs, hiking, 
biking, kayaking, sports and moving out of state

About Me: Yay RYLA!! I am a Territory Sales Manger 
in Northern California.  I love all things outdoors and 
am a proud mother to my poodle Emma. I moved to 
California almost 2 years ago and have loved every 
minute of it! RYLA and the RYLA family have continued 
to be one of the biggest blessings in my life!

CELESTE BUCCHAN
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: Creekview HS, BS in 
Child and Family Studies from Baylor, 
MS in Human Development and Early 
Childhood Disorders from UTD

What I Do: Early Childhood Therapeutic Educator
Ask Me About... Living a toxic free lifestyle, essential 
oils, and organic skincare, and my sweet, sweet 
students

About Me: Let’s talk about essential oils, children, 
and my RYLA experience (my three favorite topics)! 
Obsessed with music and always looking to check out 
new artists. Let’s share corny jokes and laugh like no 
one’s listening. Welcome to our RYLA family. 
You’ll love it here!

2020/2021 STAFF
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ALUMNI YOU’LL MEET

HUNTER WRIGHT
RYLArian Since: 2014

Education: Rowlett High School 
| Texas A&M University -B.S. 
Psychology
What I Do: Retail Store Manager - 
Vans (VFC Action Sports)

Ask Me About... College life, school/work balance, 
servant leadership, and the history of skateboarding 

About Me: I just graduated from Texas A&M University, 
Me and my wife just moved back to DFW, we both 
love Dallas and have always called it home! I will be 
heading back to school in a year to persue my masters 
degree in Mental Health Counseling (LPC) in order to 
pursue counseling full time. I love college football, being 
outside, and my beautiful big dog Lennon. 

CAITLIN UTZ
RYLArian Since: 2014

Education: John Paul II HS | 
Kansas State University

What I Do: Interior Designer

Ask Me About... Disney, boxing, music and traveling!

About Me: Born and raised Texan. After college, 
I worked for the mouse at Disney World’s Magic 
Kingdom. Then moved back to Texas and became a 
Registered Interior Designer. I love meeting new people 
and can’t wait for you to join our RYLA family!

BRADLEY ATUBA
RYLArian Since: 2013

Education: Lancaster High School I 
University of Texas at Arlington B.F.A 
Acting 

What I Do: Graduate student
Ask Me About... Literally anything Beyonce!

About Me: I’m currently earning my Masters in Acting 
at Southern Methodist University. I love when I get the 
chance to allow people to escape from their everyday 
circumstances. I like acting, dancing, Insecure on HBO, 
and weekend brunch.

SHELBY TAYLOR
RYLArian Since: 2018

Education: Mesquite High School 
| Baylor University- School of 
Education
What I Do: Student, Baylor 
University SOE Student Ambassador

Ask Me About... My faith, Taylor Swift, teaching, 
anything Baylor, College Football, and applying for 
scholarships!

About Me: Hey y’all! I am a Sophomore Elementary 
Education Major at Baylor University from Mesquite, 
Texas. I enjoy sharing my love of education with 
students and I am looking forward to having my own 
classroom! I love all things music, sports, and food 
related! I am so excited for you to become aprt of the 
RYLA family. 

JESSICAY MAYS
RYLArian Since: 2015

Education: Rowlett High School 
| Texas A&M University - B.B.A in 
Accounting & M.S. in Entrepreneurial 
Leadership
What I Do: Student | Assistant 
Financial Analyst

Ask Me About... Having a job in college, studying 
abroad, and dealing with stress in college

About Me: Texas born and raised, currently at Texas 
A&M University. I’m a big fan of the outdorrs, reading 
good books, and my cat, Gizmo. RYLA absolutely 
changed my life, and I am so excited for you to 
experience everything it has to offer!

EMILY SCHULTZ
RYLArian Since: 2016

Education: Plano West Sr HS,  
Baylor University- BS Biology

What I Do: Infectious Disease 
Research Assistant, Student

Ask Me About... Undergraduate research, emerging 
viral diseases, cookie recipies

About Me: I am currently a senior at Baylor and 
applying for Infectious Disease and Immunology PhD 
programs. When I’m not in the lab conducting research 
on viruses like Zika, you can find me kayaking or baking 
chocolate chip cookies while the dog stares at me. 

2020/2021 STAFF
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LOGAN CALL
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: McKinney High School 
| Texas A&M University - B.S. Civil 
Enginering
What I Do: Christ Follower, Student, 
Entrepreneur

Ask Me About... College extracurriculars, sports and 
fitness,  faith in college, college majors, starting a 
business
About Me: I am currently a junior at Texas A&M 
University studying Civil Engineering and plan to 
use this degree as an unconventional avenue into 
entrepreneurship and real estate. RYLA has shown me 
there are no limits to your potential when surrounded 
by the right people and you are equipped with the 
willingness to step out of your comfort zone!

JOSH DUSEK
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: Royse City High School 
/ University of Texas at Austin -Kinesi-
ology & Exercise Science, Nutrition & 
Coaching
What I Do: Student, leasing agent, 
and coach.

Ask Me About... The balance of life and school once 
in college, literally any basketball talk, and traveling.
About Me: After college, I would love to find a school 
to coach at and teach nutrition and health. I come from 
a military family of 7. I’m the only boy, so that means I 
have 4 sisters. I love basketball and hope to coach my 
own team one day.

BRITTNEY JOYCE
RYLArian Since: 1998

Education: Lake Highlands HS, 
Eckerd College - BS Biology, 
University of South Florida - M.Ed. in 
Higher Education Administration

What I Do: Vice President, Ruffalo Noel Levitz + 
Render Experiences (Higher Education Consulting) 
Ask Me About... Leadership after college, running for 
public office, being an awesome college tour guide, 
traveling, what to do if you see a moose

About Me: Texas is always home, but I’ve lived in 
Florida, South Carolina, and now New Hampshire. I work 
in higher education consulting and have visited more than 
250 colleges & universities in 44 states. I have a cool 
husband and even cooler teenage son. I have a flock of 
turkeys that live in my backyard and a woodchuck that 
shows up on sunny days. 

WILLIAM NAME
RYLArian Since: 2016

Education: Jesuit Dallas | University 
of Cincinnati -Mechanical Engineering
What I Do: Student, Interned for GE 
Aviation & Kinetic Vision, worked at a 
bike shop

Ask Me About... Collegiate rowing, engineering, study 
abroad, internships/co-ops, Greek life
About Me: I’m on the varisity rowing team and a 
brother of Beta Theta Pi (Greek fraternity). I will be doing 
reserch in Germany this spring-summer. I love mountain 
biking and the outdoors. 

KENDALL BATES
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: Melissa High School 
| Texas A&M University B.A. 
Communication
What I Do: Student-athlete, Aggie 
FCA Leadership Staff

Ask Me About... College sports, FCA, anything 
English related, time management

About Me: I am currently in the last semester of my 
undergrad at Texas A&M University, and will graduate in 
December. I play soccer at A&M, and love writing and 
editing. I am planning on starting my masters here in 
Sports Management in the Spring. I am an avid blogger, 
and am passionate about loving others like Jesus does.

HENA RAFIQ
RYLArian Since: 2011

Education: Ranchview High School 
| BA, Southern Methodist University | 
MSc, London School of Economics
What I Do: Fellow, Government 
Performance Lab (Harvard Kennedy 
School)

Ask Me About... Scholarships, studying abroad, 
Rotary fellowships, working in politics/government

About Me: I’m from DFW and currently work in local 
government reform in Houston! I recently was also a 
Rotary Scholar and got my Master’s in London in Social 
Policy. Excited to have you be a part of RYLA! 

2020/2021 STAFF
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XIMENA MARTINEZ
RYLArian Since: 2016

Education: Royse City HS, Collin 
College, Texas A&M University-
Commerce - Education
What I Do: Substitute Teacher at 
Royse City ISD & student

Ask Me About... Debt Free Degree, being a First Gen, 
& the awesome benefits of community college! 

About Me: I will graduate with my associates from 
Collin College this semester. I have cashflowed 
my entire college degree by working 3 jobs since I 
graduated high school. It was hard, but it is SO worth it. 
I love listening to The Dave Ramsey Show, eating ice 
cream with my boyfriend, and living a minimalist lifestyle! 

JACK CLEMANS
RYLArian Since: 2016

Education: Melissa High School | 
Baylor University B.A. Religion

What I Do: Student, Grief Research 
Assistant

Ask Me About... College life, Starting a Non-profit, 
Undergraduate research, Religion, Working through 
college, Grief research
About Me: Hey! I am a senior religion major at Baylor 
with a passion for world religions. I was an RA in a 
freshmen boys dorm, studied and lived in North Africa 
for a summer, started a non-profit in waco, and I am 
currently doing grant research to study grieving! 

TRAVIS CRAIG
RYLArian Since: 2004

Education: Frisco HS, UNT - BBA 
in Economics, UNT - M.Ed Higher 
Education Administration
What I Do: Hospital Compliance 
with Conifer Health, Previously: 

Ask Me About... Getting involved on campus, 
Choosing your major, History, Economics, Intramural 
Sports, What’s On Your Mind?

About Me: I live in Carrollton and work within Healthcare 
Compliance. Prior to healthcare, I spent a number of 
years working/teaching on a college campus at UNT 
in Denton. My degrees are in Economics and Higher 
Education. In my spare time, I enjoy reading, music, 
being outside, and playing softball. 

DESTINY BURTON
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: Berkner HS | Sam 
Houston State University- Education
What I Do: Student, College of 
Education Student Assisstant, Small 
group leader, TAFE President, COE 
Ambassador

Ask Me About... JESUS & My Faith, Teaching/teacher 
things, SHSU, and balancing school, work & orgs
About Me: I’m the President of TAFE which is a 
teaching org, & I love it because I can share my passion 
for teaching & not get weird looks. I am a small group 
leader & I live with my bestfriends.  I am also a  planner 
at heart & I love planning events. 

NEIL SRIVASTAVA
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: Plano Senior High 
School / UT Austin - Mathematics, 
Minor - Computer Science, 
Computational Engineering, and Data 
Sciences

What I Do: Student, Software engineer
Ask Me About... Rock climbing, cool technology, 
software engineering, and all things traveling!

About Me: I’m currently planning a 6 month trip to 
East Asia, Europe, and South America after I graduate. 
Eventually I want to move to either NYC or San 
Francisco and work as a Software Engineer. I love rock 
climbing, cooking, and just chatting, so hit me up if you 
want to talk about anything!

MARISSA DUSEK
RYLArian Since: 2014

Education: SMU - Masters & 
Bachelors in Mechanical Engineering, 

What I Do: Test Systems Engineer at 
GE Aviation

Ask Me About... Post-college life, graduate science 
programs, rotational jobs, and college life

About Me: Born a military brat, I grew up moving 
around. My family settled in Royse City, TX. I always 
knew I wanted to help people in my career, so I became 
an engineer to help make awesome technologies. I’m 
passionate about STEM, volunteering, and crafting.

2020/2021 STAFF
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SAM DLOTT
RYLArian Since: 2018

Education: Plano Senior High 
School, Purdue University -B.S. 
Computer Engineering
What I Do: Student, Resident 
Assistant, and Marching Band 

Ask Me About... Being an RA, Playing drums, pinball, 
bowling, sports, tour guide, college marching band,  
getting involved, and going out of state

About Me: I am currently a sophomore at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette, Indiana studying computer 
engineering. I am a proud member of the Purdue 
Drumline and work on campus as a Resident Assistant!

LIBERTY SAILORS
RYLArian Since: 2018

Education: Pottsboro High School | 
UT Austin - Anthropology, Classics

What I Do: Student, Theatre

Ask Me About... Theatre arts, Ancient Greek (learning 
Greek and mythology), public speaking, new college 
life experiences and organizations

About Me: The goal is to pursue classical archaeology 
mainly in areas of Greece and Egypt. Eventually, I plan 
to move to New York to continue my education and 
spend time abroad in Greece. I absolutely love talking 
about anything musical theatre, Marvel, Harry potter

JONATHAN AVENDANO
RYLArian Since: 2016

Education: Gunter HS | Duke 
University -B.S. in Biology; B.A. in 
Classical Languages
What I Do: Student, Cru Intern, 
Undergraduate Researcher, A Cappella

Ask Me About... College Basketball, Pre-med life, 
Ancient Languages, Star Wars, Christianity

About Me: I am double majoring in Bio and Classics with 
an eye towards divinity school and then medical school! I 
spend most of my time translating ancient texts, studying 
for pre-med classes, leading in my campus ministry, 
singing in my a cappella group, and attending every 
single Duke Men’s Basketball game I can.

HAYLEY MCCROSSAN
RYLArian Since: 2017

Education: Plano Senior HS, Texas 
A&M -Allied Health 

What I Do: Student by day, Chick Fil 
A employee by night

Ask Me About... Being a student at A&M or Google 
Calendar and why you should be in love with it

About Me: I am graduating from A&M this spring and 
I plan to go to nursing school starting in the summer - I 
hope to one day be a travel nurse. Something cool 
about me is that I was a zipline tour guide in the Smoky 
Mountains this summer!

VICTORIA SHEW
RYLArian Since: 2015

Education: UNT -Bachelors in 
English, Masters in Technical 
Communication

What I Do: Student, Technical Writer at Mr. Cooper
Ask Me About... Work/School/Life balance, graduate 
programs, internships, college life, hockey, and 
anything music or Friends related!

About Me: I’ve always known I wanted to write as my 
career, and I’m so glad to have found something that 
allows me to do that in a helpful way! In my spare time 
I play drums and piano, collect far too many plants, and 
watch true crime documentaries. 

ROGER DAVIS-JAHNEL
RYLArian Since: 2018

Education: Naaman Forest High 
School | UTD- Political Science

What I Do: Student, Political Science 
Major, Orientation Leader 

Ask Me About... Greek Life, Student Organzations, 
Leadship in College, Being a Student Employee

About Me: After I finish my undergraduate degree, I 
plan to attend law school. On campus I am involved in 
the John Marshall Pre-Law Society, Collegiate DECA, 
and I am a brother of the Chi Phi Fraternity. In my free 
time I love to watch TV and movies, playing video 
games, and getting into the outdoors!

2020/2021 STAFF
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MATT HOMAN
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Royse City HS | Baylor 
University -Electrical and Computer 
Engineer

What I Do: Student
Ask Me About... Computers, Grammar, US History, 
Halo

About Me: I’m an Electrical and Computer Engineer at 
Baylor who loves computers, the video game industy, 
grammar/the english language, US history, and anything 
Halo. I love hearing others talk about what they’re 
passionate about, and a fun fact about me is that I was 
an intern at Google for 2 years!

2020/2021 STAFF

BEATRIZ BAHENA
RYLArian Since: 2006

Education: RLC & Baylor University

What I Do: Marketing Coordinator

Ask Me About... I changed my major four times. What 
matters is finding what you love and doing it. 

About Me: I try to find the good in every situation. 
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AVERY SINNATHAMBY
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UT Austin - 
Neuroscience

What I Do: Student, HS Tutor

Ask Me About... Building/running Interact Clubs, men-
tal health advocacy, baking

About Me: Constantly talking about my love for RYLA, 
naps, and true crime docuseries. Big believer in service 
and leaving lasting social imprints, with plans to become 
a doctor.

CHRISTIAN PRYOR
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Louisiana Tech 
University

What I Do: Full-time Student

Ask Me About... College, Scholarships, Getting 
Ready to Attend College

About Me: I’m 18, by the time you’re reading this 
I will have just moved into my dorm and have fresh 
experience with moving in, completing scholarships, 
and generally getting ready for college. 

JAMIE PARK
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UTD, Premier Dentistry - 
Psychology on the track of Pre-med

What I Do: Full-time Student, Dental 
Assistant and Front Desk Worker

Ask Me About... Psychology, deep questions of life, 
anime, dance, and mental health

About Me: I’m a goofy, 5’1 and a half girl with a voice 
10 times my size. I love dancing, singing off key, and 
hyping people up. Idk what else to say...

BRENNA MERILLAT
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Royse City HS, Texas 
Woman’s University - Psychology 
Pre-OT

What I Do: Student  
Ask Me About... Psychology, Occupational Therapy, 
Volunteering in College, Books, Dogs

About Me: Welcome to the RYLA Fam!! Number 1 
fact to know about me: I love all dogs, especially my 
pupper Daisy. Volunteering makes me happy, and 
reading keeps me sane. Learn, have fun, and go make 
a difference! 

CHESTER HELMBERGER
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Oklahoma State Univer-
sity - Aviation

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Dorm life, airplanes, travel, and 
music

About Me: I love food, friends, and good times. First 
year college student, trying to make it big. Welcome to 
the RYLA family!

CASSIDDI ROARK
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Texas Lutheran 
University - Kinesiology & Psychology

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Softball, Working Out, Self 
Motivation

About Me: I love staying active, cooking, and goofing 
off. I LOVE music and I’m open to new things so talk 
to me! I am so excited to continue with RYLA and to 
be apart of the new RYLead program. Welcome to 
the family!

2020/2021 ADVISORY
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PAYTON FLETCHER
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Texas Tech University - 
Agricultural Communications

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... College prep, transitioning to college, 
school, or just life in general 

About Me: I’m from Van Alstyne, TX. I am a freshman 
at Texas Tech University in Lubbock, TX, majoring in 
Agricultural Communications and hope to pursue a 
career in photography and advertising. I attended camp 
RYLA in 2019 and have been serving on the advisory 
committee for the past year, and could not be more 
thankful for the opportunities that RYLA has given me.

SAMYAM LOHANI
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UT Austin

What I Do: Full-time Student

Ask Me About... Books, College Applications, An-
ime. I’ll help if I can if not I’ll learn with you!

About Me: I’m always up for adventure and meeting 
new people is the best part of my day!

JORDAN DOWNEY
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Stephen F. Austin State 
University 

What I Do: Full-time Student, 
Summer Nanny

Ask Me About... College, life, faith, leadership, 
Greek life, organization

About Me: I never stop goofing around and I’m always 
laughing. I love dogs and food. I’m involved in Greek 
life at my school and have loved it. I’m an Elementary 
Education Major, so I love little humans! I played club 
soccer and got a few concussions, but my favorite one 
was from a microwave hitting me in the head.

JAMES BARTA
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Southern Methodist 
University 

What I Do: Student and Personal 
Trainer  

Ask Me About... Exercise, pre-med, food, ATLA

About Me: I’m currently a pre-med student at SMU 
with a focus on neurology. RYLA has been a great 
experience for me and I hope that it’ll be great for you 
too!

ALY DUSEK
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: University of Georgia - 
Business
What I Do: Full-time Student and 
Highlight Creator for Platinum Basket-
ball and Other DFW players

Ask Me About... UGA, Dallas Stars, basketball, 
concerts, and musicals

About Me: I am a concert enthusiast and hope to one 
day turn this passion into my career. I come from a large 
family of RYLArians and Rotarians who live to serve 
others. I also love to travel all around the world and 
watch hockey and basketball.

MASON HALL
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Stephen F. Austin State 
University

What I Do: Full-time Student

Ask Me About... Tennis, fitness, Jesus, and music.

About Me: Hey party people! I love hanging out with 
my pals and being apart of the RYLA family! I am cur-
rently studying communication at SFA so that I may 
one day organize global non-profit mission trips! Fun 
fact about me: I have a concerning obsession with 
plants and chapstick.

2020/2021 ADVISORY
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ADRIEL TERRAZAS
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education/Work: Terrell HS, 
Chik-fil-A

What I Do: Team Lead, Orientation, 
Front of House, Back of House, 
Training Lead

Ask Me About... Theatre & Chick-Fil-A

About Me: I’m really passionate about education and 
hope to be an educator weather it be a high school 
principal or a congressman. In my free time I like to do 
musicals & I like leading a great team at Chick-Fil-A. 

KRYSTAL PEREZ
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UT Austin

What I Do: Full-time Student

Ask Me About... Theatre, books, stationery, poetry, 
and traveling to japan

About Me: I was swept up into the wonderful world 
of RYLA about a year ago and haven’t looked back. 
I split my time between school and the dance parties 
I have alone in my bedroom at 2am. I love finding 
the magic in the ordinary and romanticizing every 
moment in life. 

MATTHEW HOMAN
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Baylor University - 
Electrical and Computer Engineering

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Computers, Baylor, Halo, Ska, and 
Window boy

About Me: I love technology and people. I really enjoy 
video games, hanging out with friends, listening to 
music, and just having fun in general. I can’t wait for 
RYLead, and I’m so glad everyone’s here!

AVERY SPENCER
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Greenville HS, Univer-
sity of North Texas - Graphic Design

What I Do: Student 

Ask Me About... Jesus, Graphic Design, Music, UNT, 
and my mad smoothie making skills

About Me: Born in Georgia, raised in Texas! I’m 
a follower of Christ, I love to sing, make art, and 
hammock! I’m a shopping addict, and I can never have 
enough makeup! I can’t wait to get to know you all and 
see how RYLead works in your life! 

ZAIN KALSON
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UTD - Information 
Technology and Systems 

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Anything Rotary and anything 
Information Technology!

About Me: Whether it’s connecting people or 
connecting computers, I find my strength in networks. 
My passions lie in exploring the intersection of 
management and technology and pursuing purposeful 
work through community service. Super excited to be 
helping out with the wonderful program we are putting 
on for y’all!

JOSEPH MALLILLIN
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Texas Woman’s 
University

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Balancing school and social life, 
recovering from an injury, being top of your class and 
the pressures/expectations that come with it.

About Me: Despite many commitments, I find the 
time and effort to maintain my relationships with my 
friends, family, and God by using the skills I learned 
from my time at Camp RYLA. If you’re struggling with 
any of those things, let’s talk! I’m excited to see where 
this new journey will take us, and I hope RYLead 
gives you the tools of success that RYLA gave me.

2020/2021 ADVISORY
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MADY BOWMAN
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Stephen F. Austin 
State University - Nursing, on track 
toNeonatal 

What I Do: Student
Ask Me About... Greek life, college, time management

About Me: Hello! I am currently a college student 
trying to figure out life. I enjoy hanging with friends and 
drinking Dunkin. I am a food lover and Harry Styles 
supper fan.  Always remember to treat people with 
kindness.

JOEY LOPEZ
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: University of North 
Texas, Party City

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Anything related to party planning/
balloons, Music Education and Trombone, Jazz

About Me: Rylarian since ‘19 but a Rotarian for life. 
Catch me nerding out about music and video games. 
Passionate about service and leadership, helping oth-
ers, with a goal to become a future educator.

JACOB LIWANAG
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Bishop Lynch 
High School, Baylor University- 
Biochemistry

What I Do: Student 
Ask Me About... College application process, SAT 
prep, and adjusting to college from high school

About Me: I love telling stories, playing sports, 
watching anime, and meeting new people.  I have a low 
voice, but I still have lots of energy! RYLA allowed me to 
accept who I am and genuinely be myself.

SERA MUYCO
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UT Austin - Public 
Health Major on Premed track

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Music, travel, college, baking

About Me: I was born and raised in Southern California 
and moved to the Dallas area mid-high school. Ask me 
about the beach or LA (sadly, I’ve never seen a famous 
person walking around). I absolutely LOVE going to 
school at UT–HOOK ‘EM!!! RYLA helped me find a 
place where I could meet the people who love me for 
me and I’m so excited for y’all to experience RYLEAD!!!

ZOE BARRON
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Texas A&M Commerce - 
Political Science

What I Do: Student, Intern on a Po-
litical Campaign 

Ask Me About... Politics, working on a campaign, 
following passions over practicality!

About Me: I am a vegetarian, Jesus loving, yellow 
obsessed, politics nerd. I enjoy playing spike ball in 
my free time, and have recently started MMA! I am 
hoping to one day be a United States Representative 
and make a difference through policy.  

2020/2021 ADVISORY

DONSHEA JOHNSON
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: UNT - Broadcasting

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Football, books, movies, working out

About Me:  I am a broadcast major, I love sports 
and working out. I love stories which explains my love 
for books and movies. I am a student at UNT and 
absolutely love it here!
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YESMIN MARTINEZ
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Texas Woman’s 
University

What I Do: Full-time Student

Ask Me About... What it’s like to be a freshman in 
college

About Me:  I am from Celina Tx and I graduated from 
Celina High School. I enjoy spending my free time 
playing the clarinet, reading books, watching movies, 
and volunteering. I am currently attending Texas 
Woman’s University where I am studying to become a 
nurse.

JONATHAN PENSE
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: Baylor University - Elec-
trical and Computer Engineering

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Boy Scouts, Baylor, My Faith

About Me: I am from Royse City, Texas and I 
graduated from Royse City High School. I played 
trumpet in the marching band there and I am an Eagle 
Scout. I’m a fan of hockey and football and I love to 
read! I’m currently attending Baylor University where I 
study electrical and computer engineering. After college 
I hope to work for Lockheed Martin.
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SOPHIE FORRER
RYLArian Since: 2019

Education: University of Arkansas - 
Interior Design

What I Do: Student

Ask Me About... Design, woodwork, music, guitar, 
math 

About Me: I’m from Plano, Texas and love anything 
creative. I have 2 sisters, and 4 dogs. Now as a student 
at the university of Arkansas, I’m learning about the 
different design disciplines and how I can grow as a 
student and designer to reach my goals. I’m super 
excited to get to help out with RYLead this year and 
hope I can get to know everyone soon!
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SPEAKER BIO
KEVIN “SCOOTER” WARD
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 1994)
Kevin “Scooter” Ward is a 1995 graduate of 
Richardson High School in Richardson, Texas. 
Scooter has a profound commitment to servant 
leadership that was sparked in large part by his 
participation in District 5810 RYLA in 1994. Scooter 
has a Bachelors of Science and a Master of Public 
Policy from Texas A&M University, as well as an MBA 
from Columbia University.

In his professional life, Scooter serves as Chairman 
of the Madison Group which is comprised of 
technology companies focused on investments 
in human services and education technology 
investments. Previous to his current position he 
worked with The Virgin Group specializing in 
technology, and spent a number of years working 
in politics and technology. Scooter is active in many 
advocacy groups and boards of interest including the 
boards of 1776 (a DC-Based Technology Incubator) 
and Maryland Higher Education Commission.

Scooter has a deep commitment to public service and 
giving back. Scooter lives in Hyattsville, MD with his 
partner and their two sons Norman (12) and 
Sydney (21), where he serves as President of the 
City Council. Scooter also is serving 4th year as a 
Forbes 30 Under 30 mentor for social innovation.

This is Scooter’s 26th year of involvement in RYLA, 
and he is excited to see this year’s RYLeaders grow 
through this program.

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

● Self-direction

● Self-confidence

● Self-knowledge

A BOOK I LOVE
  

The Beautiful Chaos of Growing Up
by Ari Satok

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“Leadership is not a position or title. 
It is action and example.”

-Unknown

2020/2021 KICKOFF



PROMISE YOURSELF to be so strong that nothing can 
disturb your peace of mind. To talk health, happiness, and 
prosperity to every person you meet. To make all your 
friends feel that there is something in them. To look at the 
sunny side of everything and make your optimism come 
true. To think only of the best, to work only for the best, 
and to expect only the best. To be just as enthusiastic 
about the success of others as you are about your 
own. To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to 
greater achievements of the future. To wear a cheerful 
countenance at all times and give every living creature you 
meet a smile. To give so much time to the improvement of 
yourself that you have no time to criticize others. To be too 
large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear and 
too happy to permit the presence of trouble.

        -Christian D. Larson

PROMISE YOURSELF
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BIOS | Kevin Curry

SPEAKER BIO
KEVIN CURRY
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 1998)
Kevin Curry is the founder of FitMenCook, an 
online community that inspires men and women to 
eat healthy and stay fit with healthy recipes that in 
Kevin’s words, “are never, ever boring”. With over 2 
million followers around the world, Kevin has become 
one of today’s most sought-after personalities in 
nutrition, health and wellness. 

In addition to his social media following on Instagram, 
YouTube and Facebook, Kevin also founded the 
FitMenCook App, which consistently ranks as one of 
the top apps on the Food & Drink category in over 80 
countries and has garnered more than 7,000 five-star 
reviews on the Apple App Store. 

In 2018, Kevin released his first cookbook, which 
reached the top of Amazon’s fitness category 
within a month of going on sale. Since the launch 
of FitMenCook in 2012, Kevin has been featured in 
national online publications such as Forbes, Men’s 
Health, SELF, and Shape Magazine as well as 
television appearances on Live! With Kelly and Ryan, 
Rachel Ray Show, TODAY, Good Morning America, 
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders: Making the Team and 
many others.

Kevin’s latest venture is the launch of The Fit Cook 
featuring his own line of spices. They’re designed 
to cover all your recipe needs so you can keep it 
flavorful and never boring in the kitchen.

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

Getting (Back) Up

A BOOK I LOVE
  

Difficult Conversations:   
How to Discuss What Matters Most
by Douglas Stone, Bruce Patton, 

& Sheila Heen

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“Whoever brings the most peace 
gets the most time.”

-Rev Run

2020/2021 MODULE 1
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1.  Failure is Inevitable
2.  Failure is Necessary
3.  Failure and Leadership
 a.   Leaders are not evaluated on their first (or second or third) failure, 
      but how they correct course to address those failures
 b.  Effective leaders recognize small failures when they occur and 
      prevent them becoming larger systemic failures by:
  i.   Seeking accurate information from their teammates
  ii.  Trust and communication throughout the organization
  iii.  Demonstrating commitment which facilitates buy-in by the organization 
       and further success
4.  Importance of allowing for failure
 a.  Constructs a “safe” environment
 b.  Allows people to step out of their comfort zone

SKILLSET OF AN EFFECTIVE LEADER:B.

THE ROLE OF FAILURE IN LEADERSHIPC.

1.  AWARENESS
 a.  Situational awareness
 b.  Self-awareness
 c.  Defining the problem - 
      Naming the goal
2.  ABILITY
 a.  Problem-solving
 b.  Effective team management 
      & utilization
 c.  Building consensus
 d.  Resolving conflicts
 e.  Effective communication
 f.   Making decisions
 g.  Responsibility & accountability
3.  COMMITMENT
 a.  Placing importance on something 
      (or goal or group) that is above your 
      own self-interest
 b.  Hard decisions when choices are limited

EFFECTIVE
LEADERSHIP

COMMITMENT

ABILITY

AWARENESS

[LEADERSHIP 101] 

LEADERSHIP - The ability to influence others, with or without authorityA.
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SPEAKER BIO
KAT KUZMESKAS
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 2002)
Kat is the founder and CEO of Tamarin Health, 
a digital healthcare company passionate about 
connecting patients, employers, and providers to the 
tools they need to attain optimal health. Right now, 
Tamarin is focused on providing the tools we all need 
to “live with” the novel coronavirus. From blockchain-
based software that automates COVID-19 protocols 
and rapid diagnostic testing, Tamarin is hoping to 
make life a little easier as we manage through an 
unprecedented pandemic. 

Kat is a 2003 graduate from Berkner High School, 
2007 graduate of Austin College (AC), and attained 
a Master of Public Health in 2012 (...and never 
expected to use her graduate degree quite as much 
as she has in 2020!). 

Every day, she pulls on leadership lessons from 
RYLA, the AC Posey Leadership Institute, and Teach 
For America which were foundational for her career. 
What she appreciates most about running a company 
is the necessity to remain a scholar of leadership and 
relentlessly focused on improvement every day. 

Since founding her company, Kat has been invited 
to speak at Yale University, Stanford Medicine, her 
Alma Mater as a featured STEM speaker and across 
the world at conferences in South Korea, Taiwan, 
Barcelona, Toronto, and Switzerland. 

Kat lives in the Boston are with her husband (who 
also went to RYLA! But in Massachusetts) and is a 
very (VERY) proud New England sports fan.

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

Trust Your Gut

A BOOK I LOVE
  

Never Split the Difference

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“EFFORT OVER OUTCOME”
-Anonymous

2020/2021 MODULE 2
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2020/2021 MODULE 2

1.  Repetition is often necessary for effective communication. Be patient and remember that not 
everyone has your knowledge and experience, but if you are an effective communicator, you will help 
others learn!
2.  Introduction:  Introduce the main message
     Body:  Address the main message
     Conclusion:  Repeat the main message
3.  “Tell them what you’re going to tell them, tell them, and then tell them what you told them”

 a.  Necessary for any other component of leadership or leadership development.
 b.  Communication is effective if the message one intends to send is also received as intended.
 c.  You can only communicate what you understand.

ELEMENTS OF COMMUNICATIONA.

THE IMPORTANCE OF REPETITIONB.

1.  SENDING INFORMATION
 a.  Spoken/ Verbal/ Written
 b.  Eye Contact
 c.  Tone of Voice
 d.  Word Choice
 e.  Body Language
2.  RECEIVING INFORMATION
 a.  Active Listening
 b.  What is your body language towards a speaker?
      (You are always telling people a lot more than you think you are!)
3.  CONFIRMATION
 a.  You can only tell if the information you intended to send is received 
      if you have a way to confirm that it was received
 b.  A good communicator always attempts to confirm the information conveyed as   
     both a sender and receiver
 c.  Think about pilots, air traffic controllers, police, or others who use a radio--
      they always repeat the message back to the sender.
  i.  “Ok, so just to be clear, you want me to do A, B, and the C…”
  ii.  “Just to make sure we’re on the same page..”
  iii.  “Just to make sure we all understand each other”
      These acknowledgements seem like a waste of time until you get in the habit of   
                 using them. You will find they save you time and misunderstandings in the long run!

[EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION]



24 THINGS TO ALWAYS REMEMBER...
AND ONE THING TO NEVER FORGET

Your presence is a present to the world. You’re unique and 
one of a kind. Your life can be what you want it to be. Take the 
days just one at a time.

Count your blessings, not your troubles.  You’ll make it 
through whatever comes along. Within you are so many 
answers.  Understand, have cour age, be strong.

Don’t put limits on yourself.  So many dreams are waiting to 
be realized.  Decisions are too important to leave to chance.  
Reach for your peak, your goal, your prize.

Nothing wastes more energy than worrying.  The longer one 
carries a problem, the heavier it gets.  Don’t take things too 
seriously.  Live a life of serenity, not a life of regrets.

Remember that a little love goes a long way.  Remember that 
a lot ... goes forever.  Remember that friendship is a wise 
investment.  Life’s treasures are people, together.

Realize that it’s never too late.  Do ordinary things in an 
extraordinary way.  Have health and hope and happiness.  Take 
the time to wash upon a star. 

And don’t forget for even one day how very special you are.

ALWAYS REMEMBER

31
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BIOS | Lauren Marold & Megan Hanna

SPEAKER BIO
LAUREN MAROLD
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 1 (RYLA 2002)
Lauren Marold is a 2002 RYLA Alum and serves RYLA year round 
supporting curriculum design and fundraising. She is a native to Dallas 
and a graduate of Bishop Lynch High School.  She lives in Addison 
with her husband and their two children. She is entering her fifth year 
at Greenhill School where she has worked as the Preschool and Lower 
School Computer Science and Engineering (CSE) Coordinator, and 
serves on the Educational Technology team for PK-12. 

Lauren has been working as a K-12 Educational Technologist for 
twelve years in independent schools, while also serving as a consultant 
for the Lausanne Learning Institute. Inspired by her background in 
arts and humanities, Lauren helps schools build innovative learning 
communities. She is excited to support RYLead in the inaugural year of 
RYLA’s new digital platform. 

It’s about to get 
personal!

2020/2021 MODULE 3

MEGAN HANNA
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 2 (RYLA 2003)
Megan Hanna is a 2003 RYLA Alumni. She has had the pleasure of 
working in education for the past ten years in a variety of different roles 
from designing curriculum and exploding things at a science, math and 
technology museum to teaching math and implementing technology 
to overseeing academic plans at a local high school. She currently 
serves as the Senior Director of Academics at Legacy Christian 
Academy in Frisco, Texas where she works with teachers to explore 
new technology tools, enhance their teaching practices, and develop 
and implement learning strategies and standards that help outline the 
academic progression for the school.

Megan received a degree in Mathematics from Texas Christian 
University and in the process of completing her Masters in 
Mathematics from Texas A&M Commerce to teach at the collegiate 
level in the future. Outside of work, Megan enjoys spending time with 
her husband, Rusty, as well as pursuing her love for music, and getting 
ready to welcome their first baby in April 2021! 
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1.  INSIGHT INTO SELF:  Evaluative tools like this provide valuable insights into the global picture 
     of who you are
 a.  What roles play to your strengths?
 b.  How can you expand your current involvement to better suit your personality map?
 c.  Are you tapping into your full potential?
2.  INSIGHT INTO GROWTH:  Knowing your default personality is powerful and can help you to 
     better understand where you sit most comfortably as a leader, but seeking growth is what defines 
     true leadership.
 a.  What could you gain by growing in one of the four key DISC areas?
 b.  In what ways can you step out of your comfort zone to expand your leadership skills?
 c.  How have you grown over the past six months? Year?
 d.  What is your mindset?
  i.   Fixed Mindset - “I can only do what is within my capabilities”
  ii.  Growth Mindset - “I’ll keep going until I find a solution that works.”
3.  INSIGHT INTO UNDERSTANDING OTHERS:  There is value in understanding the diversity of 
leadership within the groups we are a part of
 a.  How does the makeup of a group impact effectiveness?
 b.  How does understanding a person’s default personality change how you interact with them?
4.  INSIGHT INTO FINDING BALANCE:  As a leader, you cannot lead alone. Building teams, 
partnerships and mentorships that will support your leadership growth is imperative. 
 a.  What does balance look like?
 b.  Are you surrounding yourself with people that make you better?

PERCEPTION
You see the world differently than the way other people see it. Understanding how you are perceived and 
how you perceive others and the world around you can help shape how well you are able to lead others. 

WHAT TYPE OF LEADER ARE YOU?B.

A.

THE FOUR INSIGHTSC.

1.  FOUR KEY PERSONALITY TYPES (DISC Assessment)
 a.  Lion  (Dominance)
 b.  Peacock  (Influence)
 c.  Koala  (Steadiness)
 d.  Owl  (Compliance)
 Each of these personality types has strengths and weaknesses that can affect how they 
 interact with other people. While everyone has a default personality type, we all have  
 skills and traits of each personality type that shape us as individuals and leaders. 

[PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT]
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SPEAKER BIO
REBECCA EGGER
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 2004)
Rebecca is a portrait photographer. She has
self-published two books, Beasts Get Scared Too 
and Cast Iron Families, and has photographed zero 
famous people, but hundreds of folks who matter 
deeply to someone. She likes to fancy herself a 
runner and a reader, though she takes neither too 
seriously. Since she’s over 30 now, she’s gotten into 
both NPR and podcasts, and will likely start listening 
to audiobooks soon, as one does. Her husband
Jeff is also a RYLArian, and they live in Van Alstyne, 
Texas with their three spunky girls, Charlotte, 
Georgia, and Birdie.

Becca was also a high school English teacher. In 
her years in the classroom, her biggest struggle 
was pushing her students--to call them on their 
academic shortcomings and not back down from 
a higher standard. It’s hard to intentionally inact 
conflict, even if the potential outcome is exponential 
growth. Frankly, it’s easier to just go with the flow. As 
time has gone on, experiences within her blended 
family and parenthood have hugely shaped Becca’s 
perspective regarding the importance of conflict 
(and the necessity of it) for deep, positive change. 
Stepping into conflict--rather than running from it or 
hurriedly smoothing it over--is one of the greatest 
challenges in Becca’s life.

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

Lean Into Conflict

A BOOK I LOVE
  

Thrive Through The Five 
by Jill Siler

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“I don’t often lose my temper,
but I do use it”

-Dolly Parton

2020/2021 MODULE 4
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CLOSING THOUGHTS: Boundaries are important. Not every relationship can be salvaged, and not 
every conflict can turn into connection. If you are not safe, peace out. Period. That 100% falls under 
“leaning towards productivity.”

It’s hard, but hard doesn’t mean bad. We can do hard things. Be faithful in the small things. Lean 
into your constraints. Creativity requires constraints. Be creative leaders, leaders who know that 
dissonance is inevitable, it’s necessary, and it’s part of what makes a song hit different.

[CONFLICT MANAGEMENT]

TURNING CONFLICT INTO A TOOL:

3.  DEVELOP EMPATHY:  Empathy is a way to connect to an emotion another person is 
     experiencing--it doesn’t require that we have experienced the same situation that they are going 
     through. 

     EMPATHY IS NOT ENDORSEMENT. You’re not co-signing or retweeting or whatever. 

     When we look for an emotion we can connect with, we create the capacity for empathy. We see 
     the humanity in each other, and we create space for conflict to turn into connection.

B.

1.  PARADIGM SHIFT:  Instead of cringing and running from it, we expect conflict. Appropriate 
     expectations help us move away from a fight or flight response--we expect it, so when it makes 
     itself known, our response is, “Oh yes, there you are. Now what shall we do with you?” We 
     don’t lose ourselves in the chaos of discomfort, we USE the conflict to build something, to expand 
     possibilities, maybe to narrow a focus, to create something better than there was before.

A.

2.  LEARN ABOUT SELF:  Second, I have to learn that I do not completely understand myself--
     and I need to continually ask myself: WHY?

     When faced with conflict, we let go of the idea that the puzzle is already totally put together. There
     are pieces we haven’t yet identified. We start turning over puzzle pieces. In this scenario, what 
     are my emotions and behaviors? Am I responding in a way that I’m proud of? If not, if I’m hotter or 
     cooler or passive or aggressive, what is driving that emotion and behavior? When I do this work 
     within myself--figure out WHY I feel the way I feel, rather than just focus on WHAT I am feeling--I 
     bring HELP and CREATIVITY to the table, rather than destruction. It’s still hard and messy! But it’s 
     leaning in a productive direction. 

“Conflict is not only inevitable, it is necessary for deep, positive progress.”  - Kent Lowder

Conflict is something we can put to work, something we can lean into, and use as a tool to move 
towards something better.
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SPEAKER BIO
LAUREN WHITEMAN
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 2007)
Lauren Whiteman, M.Ed., is from Dallas, Texas and 
received her Bachelor’s degree in Public Relations 
and her Master’s degree in Adult and Higher 
Education from the University of Oklahoma. After 
six years as an educator focusing on advocacy, 
student development, and the miseducation of Black 
and African American students in higher education, 
Lauren is now a marketing and communications 
professional for a global telecommunications 
company. She also provides consulting services 
for writing and copywriting, higher education, 
and DE&I for colleges, universities, community 
organizations and small businesses. A TEDx 
presenter, she has collaborated on projects and work 
that received awards from the Oklahoma Human 
Rights Commission, the American Civil Liberties 
Union, and the Oklahoma Bar Association, and is 
a member of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. She 
also occasionally writes on some serious and not-
so-serious topics related to Black culture for different 
media outlets when time permits.

Outside of those things, Lauren is an avid reader and 
currently misses traveling and going to concerts and 
live music shows . . . badly. She also eats pizza too 
often and has a habit of cooking entirely too late in 
the evening (but she does some of her best thinking 
at night too!)

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

Empathy is Key

A BOOK I LOVE
  

The Alchemist 
by Paolo Coelho

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“If you surrender to the air, you can ride it”
-Toni Morrison

2020/2021 MODULE 5
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[DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION]

TERMINOLOGY

B.

IDENTITY:  Distinguishing characteristics. The condition of being the same with something described or  
 asserted
BIAS:  A prejudice in favor of or against one thing, person, or group compared with another usually in a  
 way that is considered unfair.  Biases may be held by an individual, group, or institution and can  
 have negative or positivie consequences
UNCONSCIOUS BIAS:  Unconscious biases are social stereotypes about certain groups of individuals  
 form outside their own conscious awareness. These biases stem from one’s tendency to organize  
 social worlds by categorizing. It is possible to be incompatible with one’s conscious values.
 **Everyone has biases.  The issue isn’t that someone has bias. It is that if they go unchecked, 
 our biases can have negative effects.
DIVERSITY:  Empowers people by respecting and appreciating what makes them different in terms of  
 age, gender, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation, education, and national origin, to  
 name a few.
INCLUSION:  A sense of belonging that makes people feel respected and valued for who they are as an  
 individual or group, which allows people to be their best, authentic selves.
PRIVELEGE:  Any advantage that is unearned, exclusive, and socially conferred. It does not mean you 
 are inherently a bad person, that you didn’t work hard for the things you have, or that you didn’t  
 have hardships.
EQUITY:  “The state, quality, or ideal of being just, impartial and fair.” 

A.

BENEFITS OF DE&I ON LEADERSHIP

• Greater effectiveness
• More creative solutions
• Decisions are more representative of the people you lead
• Better buy-in from those you lead

C. HOW TO DEVELOP DE&I LEADERSHIP CAPACITY

• Observe:  Who is in the room and impacted by your decisions?
• Listen:  Listen to the people who aren’t like you--their experiences, their vision, the way decisions  
  impact them
• Learn:  Discover how your biases impact the people around you
• Do the Work:  Build trust; Amplify voices; Minimize harmful actions; Beware of “kumbaya” moments)
• Be Accountable:  Make the apology; Be sincere; Change the behavior; Acknowledge intent vs. reality; 
 Be specific; You cannot forgive on another’s behalf
• Be Brave:  It won’t always be easy or comfortable
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SPEAKER BIO
GREG TEPPER
KEYNOTE SPEAKER (RYLA 2003)
Greg Tepper is the managing editor of Dave 
Campbell’s Texas Football magazine, the Southwest’s 
leading football source since 1960, a position he’s 
held since 2011. He just finished his eighth season as 
an on-air analyst for  Fox Sports Southwest, including 
“High School Scoreboard Live”, “Fox Football Friday”, 
“Built Ford Tough Player of the Week” and coverage 
of the UIL state football championships.

Tepper is the host of “Texas Football Today”, a daily 
live show on TexasFootball.com discussing high 
school and college football in Texas. You can find his 
writing at TexasFootball.com.

Tepper has received multiple awards for his work, 
including two Lone Star Emmy awards in 2018 and 
2019, the 2019 Putt Powell Sportswriter of the Year 
award presented by the Texas High School Coaches 
Association, and the 2019 Media Person of the Year 
award presented by the Gridiron Club of Dallas.

Tepper is a 2003 Camp RYLA alumnus, an 
experience he credits for shaping both his personal 
and professional life. He is a 2004 graduate of 
Coppell High School and a 2008 graduate of the 
University of Missouri (BJ ‘08, cum laude). His wife 
Jen and toddler son Hank let him live in their house 
outside Dallas.

THREE WORDS TO
DESCRIBE MY MESSAGE

Service Above Self

A BOOK I LOVE
  

Empire Falls 
by Richard Russo

A QUOTE I LOVE
  

“It’s harder to make the glass 
than break the glass”

-RZA

2020/2021 MODULE 6
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WHAT IS ROTARY?
ROTARY is a service organization of business and professional leaders worldwide who conduct humanitarian 

projects, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and work toward world understanding and peace.

ROTARY is more than 1.2 million service minded leaders belonging to over 27,000 Rotary Clubs in 187 
countries. Membership is by invitation.

ROTARIANS meet weekly, not just to eat, but to enjoy each other’s fellowship and discuss how they can 
serve others.

ROTARY is compassion for the underprivileged, the ill and the disabled, many of whom are the beneficiaries 
of 30,000 service projects conducted by Rotary Clubs in the world each year.

ROTARY adds fulfillment each year to the lives of some 10,000 young people of secondary school age as 
they study in countries other than their own.

ROTARY FOUNDATION contributes approximately $25 million (U.S.) annually to its various educational 
and humanitarian programs to promote international understanding.

ROTARY sponsors INTERACT, more than 5,400 service clubs for young people of secondary school age 
in more than 80 countries.

ROTARY sponsors ROTARACT, more than 5,500 service clubs for young people between 18 
 and 30 in more than 100 countries.

THE FOUNDING OF ROTARY INTERNATIONAL

Founder: Paul P. Harris (1868-1947)
 Born: April 19, 1868 in Racine, Washington
 Education: Bachelor of Physical Culture and Laws from University of Vermont
  Bachelor of Laws from University of Iowa
  Honorary PhD. from University of Vermont (1933)
 Profession: Lawyer, Newspaper Reporter, Business College Teacher, Stock Company Actor,    
 Salesman of Granite and marble

 A friend inspired Harris to organize a club which would band together a group of representative business 
and professional men in friendship and fellowship. On February 23, 1905, Harris formed the first club with three 
of his law clients. He named the new club “Rotary” because the location of their meetings rotated between their 
places of business. Club membership grew rapidly. 
 The second club was formed in San Francisco in 1908. By August 1910, there were 16 clubs and the 
National Association of Rotary Clubs was organized. When clubs were formed in Canada and Great Britain, the 
name was shortened to Rotary International.

2020/2021 APPENDIX
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ROTARY GLOSSARY
GSE (Group Study Exchange ) Program- The Rotary Foundation Group Study Exchange is a   
 cultural exchange program designed to:
  1. provide outstanding business and professional persons opportunities for studying another   
  country, its people and institutions through participation in an organized program of study    
  and discussion in the country concerned;
  2. further international understanding by allowing persons of goodwill to meet, talk and live with   
  each other in a spirit of fellowship so that they may get to know each other’s problems and   
   aspirations, and to permit such personal contacts to develop into lasting friendships;
  3. involve Rotarians in a specific, practical and meaningful International Service Project by    
  organizing educational programs for Group Study teams and providing hospitality for them.

INTERACT- Over 5,400 Rotary club-sponsored clubs for young people dedicated to service and international   
 understanding. Membership is open to students at the secondary school level (age 14-18 level).

MINI GROUP EXCHANGE- Similar to the Youth Exchange program, except the students of one   
 country spend only three weeks living with the students of another country. Then the favor is reciprocated  
 in the original country, with the original guest as the host or hostess. Sponsored by sending and receiving  
  Rotary clubs or districts, the students are selectd according to the guidelines and procedures suggested   
 by the Rotary International Board of Directors.

OBJECT OF ROTARY- The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the Ideal of Service as a basis of   
 worthy enterprise.

ROTARACT- Over 5,500 Rotary club-sponsored clubs for young adults dedicated to service and international  
 understanding. Membership is open to young adult men and women (age 18-28).

ROTARY- Rotary is used as expressive and indicative of the organized body of Rotary clubs and Rotarians,   
 of the spirit which animates them, of the principles and practices and precedents which guide them, and   
 the purposes of object they seek to accomplish.

RYLA- Acronym for the “Rotary Youth Leadership Awards” program which is aimed at developing qualities of   
 leadership and good citizenship in young people. District 5810 operates a camp at Camp Hoblitzelle for   
 one week in August that hosts over 100 incoming high school seniors for this program.

YOUTH EXCHANGE- A Rotary International program for students of secondary school age to engage in   
 study or travel abroad for one academic year or less for the purpose of advancing international    
 understanding and goodwill. Sponsored by sending and recieving Rotary clubs or districts, the exchange 
 student is selected according to the guidelines and procedures suggested by the Rotary International   
 Board of Directors.

2020/2021 APPENDIX
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ROTARY’S MESSAGE

2020/2021 APPENDIX



42
APPENDIX |  What is Interact?

WHAT IS INTERACT?

Interact

 Interact is a club for middle and high school-age students from 12 to 18.  It is formed under the 
sponsorship of a Rotary Club and has as its purpose service to the community and promoting better relations 
with other countries.  At the same time, it’s meant to build friendships among the members and be fun for all 
the students involved.
 
 Interact Clubs are required to undertake two major projects a year, one serving the community or 
school and the other designed to promote international understanding.  Examples of the former are drug 
awareness campaigns, tutoring services, work with disabled children, the homeless, and seniors, and carrying 
out cleanup campaigns.  International projects include raising money to fund international student exchanges, 
“adopting” orphan children from other countries, conducting joint meetings with a club abroad by internet or 
telephone and exchanging letters, yearbooks, magazines, photographs, and home movies with Interactors in 
other countries.
 
 The key people in forming an Interact Club are a school faculty person who has volunteered as a 
counselor to oversee the club and a number of students from all age levels interested in becoming members.  
Also, the President, Community Service Chairperson, and Interact Chairperson of your local Rotary Club can 
help you by doing effective missionary work in explaining the benefits of forming an Interact Club.
 
 Rotary International publishes an Interact Handbook which is very comprehensive and includes all the 
forms necessary for organizing and operating an Interact Club.  This handbook is obtainable by each Rotary 
Club from Rotary International, One Rotary Center, 1560 Sherman, Avenue, Evanston, IL 60201.  If you are 
interested in starting an Interact Club in your high school, please alert your local Rotary Club president of your 
goal and ask them to secure the handbook so that they can begin preparing to help you.

2020/2021 APPENDIX
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POLICIES of INTERACT

The following are the basic policies and procedures that govern the Interact program. Both Rotarians and 
Interactors should be familiar with this material, as well as with the more detailed information included in the 
Statement of Policy Relating to Interact and the Standard Interact Club Constitution and By-laws.

• Each Interact club must carry out two service projects a year—one that benefits the school or community 
and one that furthers international understanding. Although Rotarians provide guidance on these projects, 
the Interactors are responsible for planning, financing, organizing, and carrying out their own program of 
activities.

• Each Interact club must have a Rotarian advisor who is a member of the sponsoring club. This resource 
person must attend Interact club and board meetings and provide advice on organizing service projects, 
fund-raising, and club administration. The Rotarian advisor also acts as a liaison person between the 
Interact club and the sponsoring Rotary club.

• An Interact club can be school-based or community-based. A community-based Interact club may draw 
members from several different schools within the territorial limits of the sponsoring Rotary club. The 
Rotarian advisor must attend every meeting of a community-based club. A school-based club is subject to 
the policies and regulations governing all other organizations of that particular school. In most instances, a 
faculty counselor-who may or may not be a Rotarian-is appointed to work with the Interactors. In the case 
of a school-based club, the Rotarian advisor is only required to attend the Interact club’s board meetings.

• An Interact club must have a minimum of 15 members.
• The Interact constitution requires clubs to meet at least twice a month. To remain eligible for membership, 
Interactors must attend 60 percent or more of the regular meetings.

• Interact clubs are self-supporting organizations that require little or no financial input from the sponsoring 
club.

• Each Interact club must elect a new slate of officers and directors annually, the names and addresses of 
these individuals must be reported to the district Interact committee by the sponsoring Rotary club.

• If there are five or more Interact clubs in the district, a district Interact organization may be formed, and the 
Interactors may elect a district Interact representative (DIR).

• Dues, if any, should be minimal, money for projects and activities should be raised through club activities.
• Each Interact club must submit an Annual Interact Club Report Form and an Interact Project Data Form to 
RI annually.

• Two Rotary clubs may jointly sponsor an Interact club with the approval of the district governor. A 
substantial percentage of the Interactors must be drawn from within the territorial limits of each sponsoring 
club, and a joint Interact committee must be established and include representatives of both clubs.

• A Rotary club may sponsor more than one Interact club, provided each club draws its members from within 
the sponsoring club’s territorial limits and has its own five member Interact committee of Rotarians.
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How to start an Interact Club at your school

1. Talk with your high school principal or counselor about your knowledge of the program
and the benefit to the school and other students.

2. Organize the other RYLArians in your school to develop the program.

3. You and your high school will need a teacher or counselor to act as the in-school
sponsor. This will be your hardest challenge, and the most important. If this person
is not committed to your program, it will be very hard for you to succeed. On the
other hand, the right sponsor can make this process much easier, and even help you
in your goal.

4. Contact the Rotary club presidents in your community and discuss your desire 
for them to support and help develop your Interact
club. If there is more than one club, interview the club presidents and decide if you
would rather work with one club, or a group of them. More than one club will give
you access to more resources, but may make it harder to find a sponsor that is total-
ly dedicated to your success. Obviously, it is easier to work with just one sponsor.

5. Ask your Rotary club president (or presidents) to appoint a Rotary member to act as
a club sponsor for Interact.

6. Hold organizational meetings and work hard to get students interested. Utilize
posters, flyers, public address and school assembly announcements.

7. Be persistent with your Rotary club presidents to appoint their club Interact chair-
persons (club sponsor) and to help with the development of the club. This needs to
occur as soon as possible.

8. Follow-up!

9. Follow-up!

10. Follow-up!

STARTING AN INTERACT

For more information on starting a 
club or help with your existing club, 
contact:

William “Bill” Dendy
Interact Chairman
214-912-1106
rotary5810@gmail.com
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WHAT IS ROTARACT?

Rotoract
 

Rotaract is a Rotary-sponsored service club for young men and women ages 18 to 30. Rotaract clubs are either 
community or university based, and they’re sponsored by a local Rotary club. This makes them true “partners in 
service” and key members of the family of Rotary. 
  
As one of Rotary’s most significant and fastest-growing service programs, with more than 7,000 clubs in about 
163 countries and geographical areas, Rotaract has become a worldwide phenomenon. 

How does it work? 
 

All Rotaract efforts begin at the local, grassroots level, with members addressing their communities’ physical 
and social needs while promoting international understanding and peace through a framework of friendship and 
service. 

What are some other opportunities available to Rotaractors? 
Rotaractors may also 
• Assist in organizing Interact clubs or mentor Interactors 
• Participate in Rotary Youth Leadership Awards 
• Become Rotary Foundation Ambassadorial Scholars or Group Study Exchange team members 
• Seek membership in their local Rotary club 

Starting an official Rotaract club
 To start a Rotaract club, contact your local Rotary club, and discuss your ideas with the club’s president or its 
service projects or youth committees. Because Rotaract clubs rely on the continued sponsorship and support 
of Rotary clubs, it’s important for everyone to have a firm understanding of the commitment involved. Review 
Rotaract publications with the sponsor Rotary club.

You also may consider contacting other Rotaract clubs and their sponsor Rotary clubs to learn what makes 
them successful. Rotarians should consider inviting Rotaractors to attend or make a presentation during a 
Rotary club meeting.
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RYLead Leadership Summit --- April 2021
RYLead Leadership Summit is a great opportunity for participants to 
meet with their fellow RYLeaders in person and celebrate the completion 
of their commitment to this program. RYLeaders will meet other RYLA 
alumni from more than a dozen colleges and universities to help answer 
questions about  leadership endeavors, college, and beyond! 

RYLA Winter Summit 
Launched in January 2019 as a way for RYLArians to dive into some 
higher level leadership concepts, relax and reset for the new year with 
this two-day program open to all RYLA alumni during the four years 
following their high school graduation. The program helps the group 
continue to develop their leadership skills, tackle college or work, and 
achieve their own personal growth.

RYLA U
For RYLArians who have continued on to college, there is RYLA U, a 
continuation of the spirit and lessons of camp throughout your college 
career. This program encourages the formation of RYLA alumni college 
groups on their respective campuses. Between service projects, social 
events and leadership development opportunities like the annual Winter 
Summit, RYLA U is a way for alumni to stay connected to their fellow 
RYLArians and continue growing as leaders.

RYLA Connect
Stay in tune with the new RYLA Connect program, an exciting new 
opportunity for younger alumni to learn from and connect with older 
alumni, and eventually grow into mentors themselves. RYLA Connect 
is an opportunity for Rotary members to provide their own level of 
mentorship toward career and life skills to the expanding RYLA alumni 
group. The greatest strength of RYLA is the bond it draws between 
leaders — RYLA Connect gives alumni this opportunity by linking them to 
mentors for years to come.

RYLACast
Andrew “Josey” Utz and Greg 
Tepper bring you thoughts on 
leadership and compelling 
interviews with RYLArians in 
the official podcast of Camp 
RYLA District 5810 — available 
wherever you get your podcasts.

STAY CONNECTED

@RYLEAD5810

RYLEAD5810

RYLEAD5810

ryla5810.org

Questions?  Email:  inforylead@gmail.com
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